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1 DEADLINE 7 (D7) 

 

1 I respectfully request to the ExA that further material and submissions from me is deferred 

until a subsequent deadline.  

 

2 There are two reasons: I am heavily involved, as Claimant, in a legal case going to the High 

Court on May 10th and 11th, and I physically have not the resources to make the submission I 

intended for Deadline 7 due to overload.  I have done considerable analysis on the revised Net 

Zero Strategy (NZS), see below, but I need to refine the arguments further to make the 

clearest submissions to the ExA.   

 

3 I wish to submit further information as: 

 

A. Respond to REP5-024 and REP5-030 from the Applicant as previously noted. 

 

B. Make submissions on the revised Net Zero Strategy (NZS) - overarching title 

“Powering Up Britain” (PUB)), and the Carbon Budget Delivery Plan (CBDP) 

within it.   

 

I just provide here a brief summary in overview for assist the ExA and parties.  I 

submit that the Secretary of State must consider the A66 scheme in the context of 

these new policy documents, and the following issues pertain: 

 

(i) An error of 130 million tonnes of CO2 for the road transport baseline 

was reported between the original NZS and the revised documents 

across the years 2023-2037 (carbon budgets 4CB, 5CB and 6CB). 
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(ii) No adequate risk assessment has been done by the Government in the 

revised NZS of the impact of this error, and also of the revised road 

transport baseline, and of the policies within the revised NZS for road 

transport. 

 

(iii) There has been reports in the press (April 23rd 2023) that the revised 

Net Zero Strategy potentially faces further legal challenge (see 

Appendix A). Lawyers acting for Friends of the Earth consider that the 

revised NZS is potentially a “very high risk” strategy.  This fits with my 

own analysis, especially for the road transport sector.  

 

(iv) Recent SoS decision letters on road schemes have said “the Secretary of 

State has no reason to consider that the Proposed Development will 

hinder delivery of either the TDP or Net Zero Strategy (whether in its 

current form or any future updated form)” (Decision letter for A47 

Wansford to Sutton Development Consent Order).   

 

(v) However, I submit that the Government has not properly risk assessed 

its Net Zero Strategy, nor demonstrated that it has a secure pathway for 

delivering the UK’s vital carbon budgets and targets.  It is therefore not 

possible for the Secretary of State to credibly take the position quoted 

above. 

 

(vi) To the contrary, it is extremely unlikely that any new roads can 

contribute to UK climate policy and targets as the risks to delivering 

Net Zero Strategy becoming clearer by the day.  I had already submitted 

this as part of my original submission.  The evidence for my submission 

is now much stronger. 

 

 

C. Final Principal Areas of Disagreement Summary Statements.  I note the D7 

deadline for these, and apologise for the delay in my final PADDS.  This 

statement should include the work from A and B above, so it is not possible until 

I have produced submissions on those points.  

 

 

I am grateful for the ExA’s considerations of this request.  
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Dr Andrew Boswell,  

Climate Emergency Policy and Planning, May 9th 2023 

 

 

  

2 APPENDIX A: TIMES REPORT ON POTENTIAL NET ZERO STRATEGY LEGAL 

CHALLENGE – April 23rd 2023 
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